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Some 943 years ago, Su Shi begot a “product” of a son. At the time, he
wouldn’t have used such language to describe his offspring. Such verbiage
belongs to us today. In fact, it's a bit frivolous. But this term does have a very
practical meaning. He wrote, “Most men, bringing up their sons, wish for
them to be clever; but my intelligence has brought me a lifetime of failure. |
only wish my son to be simple and dull; that no ill fortune and trouble hinder
his path to high office.” | believe he was actually alluding to (as we call it in
modern parlance) “lying flat”.

Su Shi’s sentiment might well resonate with us today. You only live once.
Much has changed in the past 943 years, but who among us wishes to “lie
flat”? | don’t know, but as a theatremaker, if “no ill fortune and trouble hinder
his path to high office”, the theatre will crumble into boredom. Our motto this
season, with similar terseness as last year’s, uses just one single word:
Reverse.

After Life. Confucius said, “Not knowing life, how can you understand death?” If a
person is aready “dead”, what does it mean to “live”? Since Asian philosophies of
life and death have fused into long-forgotten secrets whispered between
“Heaven” and the “next stop”, perhaps we can try a “reversal”?

The Diary of Song 2026. My surname is Wu, my given name Song. | once
tended sheep in Xinjiang, picked tea leaves in Fujian, wove cloth in
Hangzhou, sold knick-knacks in Guangzhou, worked in transportation in
Heilongjiang. | killed a tiger. | wrote a diary. Unemployed, | lie flat. | vow to
reverse my course!

Modern Wuxia: To Turn, To Be. When “post-modern” has long exceeded its
sell-by date, is “modern” still valid? | believe so. I've heard that in our
concrete jungle, where lives sink or swim, when all hopes are dashed, the
gentle warrior spirit remains and the world of martial arts goes into reverse
mode!

Operation Oops!—the Musical. As real estate prices continue to skyrocket,
how can the impoverished possibly become homeowners? According to
folk etymology, two wolverines—one with long legs, the other with short
ones—can only move in tandem, always co-dependent. At this time, in this
place, they must fully coordinate in their actions. Only by sticking together
can they reverse their fate!

An Unofficial True Story of Ah Q. Who's Ah Q? Who isn't Ah Q7 He'’s been
with us for more than a century, and his strategy of indefatigable spiritual
triumph has seeped into our bones. Yes, Ah Q can only be Ah Q, destined
to “lose” unless he can “reverse” the tides!

Betrayal. A love, marriage or friendship that has been broken cannot be
repaired. There’s nothing more to salvage. What is shocking is when the one
who betrays discovers he is actually “being betrayed”. Harold Pinter’s drama
is a tour de force on how things reversel!

On plans and projects such as our Black Box, Text Testing Zone, Project Kite and

Education Hub, as well as Mainland tours, they all move along accordingly—

or shall we say, they continue to extend and expand to our surprise énd_
delight. Liu Xie has an essay about creativity entitled “Magical meditations”

in his book The Literary Mind and the Carving of Dragons. Here is a modern

paraphrase | found online: “While pondering about writing an essay,
imagination can fly to faraway places. Thus, with concentration, thoughts can
traverse and connect across millennia; without knowing, facial expressior '
transform and eyes can see landscapes ten thousand’miles-'éWé'
I'suspect Liu Xie knew something about what it means to “reverse’

R




FONG 7 2 LAU 2 3 YAU B 3 DB KALOK & ANGUS B
CHUN £ & SEALS TING & F AU g CHAN

CHAN &

A2

RSN 4]

KIT = CHING = T AN AEMING




CHAN ®
el

KIK]
CHEUNG

iR

g

SRRk,
CHOI

R

2R

=

g

CHOW
CHI &
FA

KO
HON
MAN

<&

MANMAN
KWOK

£l
CEd

==
=<




LUK & EVA E NG 2 POON 7 KARRIE M TUNES T
= MAK. B (A B TAl B TAN £ TING &

KI - LEUNG MING




Bl

\
I

VU % CLINTON

DEE # WONG * MERCY
= HON 2 NG

Sl - 8 WONG

B VEE ¥ TING




:
3
;
3
§
h_.

RE
EARAAH

Hirokazu Kore—eda

W

Jack Thorne

B
FBXKER

L3
HER

MERAEFETREIRE—
REEENZRER

BREED MhETs

-

PR
T
PR
EA

BR 1B

HRIERE - MTERAE -

225 SEAZEEIR
| Hong Kong City Hall Theatre
$450 [REEZEE Limited VIP Tickets ]

7°6 $420 / $320 / $240
2026

HEBEVNARBENEERAE BE > EM=2WPE? L+ s
16?7 —EMERYERAY 2

HERE—ROIEREER B REXZ ?MRAHMH  EEEFH
B2 IRIRIR R — M =AU RIR BB E —BRREA
el - ER 22 AR - IS RENPEINEEER 5| 5818
A—BANERDRNEIE By FIEAE"

BEL  BANEESEER RENREEEERATNEHER (T
—if > RE) RBISER 2021 FAEBER B R &R - BIE S
2024-25BI| FBUFEEREE  —RESK SEERIEE  nEBREY
e ERIERE LA 2SR B R EETESZ]

If memories must be measured palpably, are they two or three grams of
feather? A bouquet of flowers? Or a hundred-ton ship?

If only a single memory can be replayed, how much should it weigh? Time
with family or leisurely moments alone? After adding, subtracting, multiplying
and dividing—two or three grams for cuddling, several dozen for a
passionate romance, a hundred tons for dialogue and murmurs—what else
is left? After death, one must stop briefly at a transit station en route
to Heaven. At this layover, guides help revive a precious memory for
the deceased. Would it be about attachment or separation, something
important or frivolous?

What if you... are me?

Olivier Award-winning Playwright Jack Thorme adapted Hirokazu Kore-eda’s
classic film After Life, which opened at London’s National Theatre in 2021.
The HKRep Cantonese version that premiered in the 2024-25 season was
a blockbuster. This season we remount After Life, continuing to ponder
memory and experience, laying bare our true feelings to the audience as
we contemplate life and death.

ZhmhRISR

—ERES (BRER)

Presented in Cantonese with Chinese and English surtitles
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“Our entire generation is trapped by fate. We all share a troubled past...”

Do people still write diaries? Yes. It is rumoured that a Diary of Song has
been circulating widely, that the author—Song—is both an intellectual and
a warrior. He has a unique perspective recording the minute details of life.
Not only did he once kill a tiger, he also hit flies, and every page of that diary
is filled with blood and sweat. But now he is unemployed, peddling sesame
cakes, witnessing all of life’s absurdities. Despite all that, he still possesses
dreams, poetry and that vision of a faraway desert.

The Diary of Song premiered in 2017, receiving Best Original Script and
Outstanding Production of the year at the 27" Hong Kong Drama Awards.
Starting in 2022, its screen version has played in multiple cities, becoming
a best-kept secret among theatre aficionados. This new version helmed
by Poon Wai Sum assembles heroes from China’s great mountains,
accompanied by Chan Wai Fat’s brand-new music and songs that capture
their dilemmma—whether to go forth or turn back—so aptly in words and in
action, crafting a new classic of a movable diary.
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The martial arts novelist’s world might have faded away, but neon lights of
our reality linger.

At age 53, our protagonist quits his job and goes to Songshan to study
martial arts for three whole years. After his return, equipped with physical
skills totally out of sync with the times, he tries his best to exercise chivalry
in a concrete jungle. He uses French fries as darts, assembles cardboard
for a couch, gives his best shot as a loner in the martial arts world
countering jeers and rejections. In the real world, there are no villains to be
vanquished, only life’s bone-crushing pressures. Yet he stubbornly resists
them all, vowing to etch out what “chivalry” means in our material, mundane
world.

This is a fable for adults and a heroic epic about a loser. Listen to the winds,
perhaps you can still catch an echo of the warrior’s cry.

Presented in Cantonese with Chinese and English surtitles
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Ordinary working men long to buy their own homes, but sky-high
property prices make it impossible. Backed into a corner, they vow to
make a big gamble—kidnapping the developer! This group of ragtags
may have a plan, but they have no foresight. Will they succeed or fail?

Renowned Macao playwright Lawrence Lei | Leong adapted his
prize-winning novel Wolf Hunt as a musical, collaborating with a group of
creme-de-la-creme artists. Leon Ko and Fong Chun Kit—the winning duo
of such hits as The Impossible Trial and Sing Out—reunite in this musical
in which songs evoke memories and farcical plots contend justice,
deriding the desperation of urbanites today.
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Of the 26 alphabets, Q ends up as the lucky one. Q for Quick? As in a
hurry? Q for Quiet? As in silent? Q for Quarrel? As in fighting? Q for Quit?
As in giving up?

Q for what? Really, who is Ah Q7?

HKRep Artistic Director Poon Wai Sum adapts a stage version in
Cantonese of Lu Xun’s The True Story of Ah Q, enabling the protagonist to
traverse time and space landing in contemporary Hong Kong. He eats
Shunde grass carp, sings pop songs, waxes philosophically about
benevolence, justice and morals. Is everything a dream or his aspiration?

Director Li Jianjun has helmed the New Youth Group in creating a widely
acclaimed “Posthuman Trilogy”. An Unofficial True Story of Ah Q extends
this unique approach, combining stage performance and real-time video,
examining every changing moment in the theatre space: Perhaps Q is for
Question, as raised by Ah Q.
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It’s a simple affair: Emma has a husband, Jerry has a wife. Emma and
Jerry loved each other, for seven years. The end. But things are not that
simple.

Does he know? Does she know? Does he know he knows? Does she
know he knows? He knows he knows but pretends not to know? She
knows they know but wish that she doesn’t know? Anxiety is rife among
them. The heart has long been dead for each of them. There they are... a
woman, two men—but love no longer is as simple as love.

Nobel Prize-winning dramatist Harold Pinter’s iconic work Betrayal
premiered in 1978, won an Olivier Award and has since been staged all
over the world. This Cantonese version of Betrayal is directed by
Assistant Artistic Director Yau Ting Fai, who handles this story with typical
Pinteresque caution, unveiling a Rashomon of a marriage—of bliss and of
purgatory—to the audience.

Presented in Cantonese with Chinese and English surtitles
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24.1 Speak about love; perhaps love has already passed. They meet through 28.3 The Hundred Years’ War was over, Joan of Arc was destined to burn at :':IRAE: K
2027 a dating app, deeply attracted to each other. But 31 years is a huge age 2027 stake. During that tumultuous century of war and strife, what tugged at BOX
gap, it exposes differences in their upbringing, lifestyle and values, as the heartstrings was Joan’s innocence and insistence on her faith. How
well as the type of future they anticipate. Is a deep love all that’s needed could Irish playwright and Nobel winner George Bernard Shaw simply
to wipe out age difference, pulling them closer together? chronicle history’s web and flow in Saint Joan?
31 Years first came into being thanks to Project Kite. After half a year of This century-old realistic drama has become an ageless classic,
revision and refinement, this play will be unveiled on stage. Jason Lam D showcasing its dramatis personae as courageous and mediocre,
Chak Ming paints a vivid portrait of love that underlines that chasm wavering yet headstrong. What makes a saint? What do saints do?
’ y 2 between reality and different eras. Versatile actor-turned-director Luna Cutting-edge director Matthew Chu utilises a contemporary theatrical
, ' b4 Shaw has long been a star to watch, and this Black Box production 1. approach in this thoughtful, new adaptation to highlight Saint Joan’s
promises alternative interpretations on love and human bonds. power of humanity. Questions and answers that arise will certainly
shed new light in the Black Box.
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. gom gpm gom gom aom gpm B SEHELESS BB REERIER BAEE.
BREHERLAS (LR hLeE) B FEEAE RSN BHER IR EARHRENR B SR BRR -
HKRep Black Box
(8/F Sheung Wan Civic Centre) Notes on Ticketing and Venue
$300 AR Free Seating W Patrons are reminded to check their tickets before transaction is completed or leaving ticket outlet.
B No refund can be made once a ticket is sold.
W To avoid interrupting the performers and audience, latecomers will NOT be admitted until intermission or a suitable break.
((%ﬁﬁ?%» MON — TUE = WED = THU Y FRIE SAT SUN A Maﬁagen?ent also re;erves the right to refuse a.dm|s.s'|on of any latecomers and aughence members who leave the auohtorufm.
3 B Limited discounted tickets for students and senior citizens age 60 or above are available on a first-come—first-served basis (not
Sa/nt Joan MAR applicable to tickets in the VIP zone). Concessionary ticket holders who cannot provide proof of identity must settle the difference
2027 between discount and full price and be liable for handling charges.
’I 5_28 3 M Tickets for VIP zone and wheelchair zone will be available during public sales.
. 2027 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 B For productions staged at the HKRep Black Box, please contact us before ticket purchase if a wheelchair seat is required.
8pm gom 8om 8pm o gl (Tel: 3103 5900)
BEEEIBEERSEIS (EBURTI08HE) M Children under 6 will not be admitted.
HKRep Black Box 22 25 24 25 26 27 28 W Some of the lowest—priced tickets may have restricted view.
(8/F Sheung Wan Civic Centre) 8pm 8pm 8pm 8pm 8pm Som Bl A quantity of seats for each programme will be reserved for technical use.

$300 Fz&EINI Free Seating

BEEMEMRERNREREE  WRFRENNES-

Tickets for VIP zone will be available during public sales with HKRep Pals discount.

W HKRep reserves the right to change programme, venue, show schedule, seating arrangement and artists/performers.
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RBRS MNFRE 28 FREE PALS MEMBERSHIP
2026-27 "3 RE | RBEAS 2 FIEZHE

EEET4E2026-274IF 48  EIF % B 52026-27FE M7k 88 BEHIH20265F 77102 202766H308 s R E

MEAS WREER FRE) MRIETER- Details &
Application

SEEREE:

SE/MEER SEREREFFEIMABEEMNE IESEER-

EEEMEERER PRERFERRE  S=80ifEH-
OL TR ZER EREEIE T RE) @8 RETHIREDSEEEHE D OGRS =5 EE -
XACEZEEITIIEE UsEHERSOEEITNESR G55 B EHEwww.hkrep.com/pals)
ZEEHREHER SHEAEEMRAIVERELE  ABAIRITANES  EHREIBEEHEBHEEARSOEFNERER
A8RE
1. @LEERE
FERERELEE WA RS BAEN L FRIBNPE o ER—HE RS TTRE g8
BRI BIEAEwww.hkrep.com/pals2627iE¥ T RE | ABHBENE I EHIERBEIEMZNEG -
2 BFNME
T NFRE ) AGHERE  ERIEREEBFIZFEAEEE2815 57855 B E & B2/ AET3455% FIBEH A BEAMEE BEE
B RIEFswww.hkrep.com/pals & »

3 HERELAE
NP RE) ABRERET RS EENERT AR EEE RN ERIERIETER BFRENF—HES -

PALS APPLICATIONS ARE ACCEPTED ALL YEAR ROUND

Book 4 productions of Season 2026-27 to enjoy a free Pals membership. The membership period is valid from 1 July 2026 to 30 June
2027. Member benefits include:

Up to 30% Booking Discount
Booking discount up to 30% discount on standard tickets for purchasing productions presented by HKRep.

VIP Ticket Exclusive Discount
Pals members enjoy exclusive 15% discount on purchasing VIP tickets during public sales.

5% Discount on Courses and Workshops
Pals members and their children can enjoy 5% discount on joining courses and workshops presented by HKRep Education Hub.

Discounts at Selected Performing Arts Programmes
Enjoy privileges on selected performing arts programmes and special merchants (please refer to HKRep website, www.hkrep.com/pals,
for details)

Exclusive Pals Activities & News of HKRep
Special invitation to pre—performance talks, open rehearsals and other member activities, with regular updates on HKRep's news and
merchant special offers.

To join
1. Via Online Application
When purchasing tickets for 4 or more productions in a single transaction through POPTICKET, you can register to join HKRep Pals at

the same time. Ticket buyers may also complete the online Pals membership application form at www.hkrep.com/pals2627 and upload
the image of tickets of 4 different programmes.

2. By Post or Fax
Please complete the Pals membership application form and return it to us together with the photocopy of tickets of 4 different
productions either by fax to 2815 5785 or by mail to the Hong Kong Repertory Theatre, 4/F, Sheung Wan Municipal Services Building,
345 Queen’s Road Central, Hong Kong.
Application form can be downloaded at our website: www.hkrep.com/pals

3. At HKRep’s Reception Desk during Performances
Please contact staff members of HKRep for Pals membership application form at reception desk during performances, and submit
your completed form with the photocopy of tickets of 4 different productions.

M¥ k% 255354 Pals Membership Enquiries
3103 5911 / pals@hkrep.com

IR\ ERERREE > BIEASEA2PNREM T 285 TFHEEF -

Your membership application form will normally be processed within 6 weeks and the membership card will be mailed to you.

BB EE Green Pals FREE MEMBERSHIP - GREEN PALS

2026-27 Green Pals) REAS » H MERFERIZZH:E

Green Pals) B —1E&295 8 A MR RN RIS - SESETIIT—REIEZNFEA  DUTHRIOPIEITNER
IBEIEEEIEL B FEE R E S BIE MR E R -

BEHREST4R18E3A3IH » 2026-27E ) MERIE S HEE:

FEBRTER
—# : 1-30.4.2026
%74 :1-30.9.2026

O ABERZR
BERBFEREERNHS SESEIEEEE T mOR e S EEEALL SFBE TSI EEE BRGNS
BaF L - ABERR R BUN2955 3 A MURRR A% TGreen Pals) B8 |

O REWMEERE
BB EwWww.hkrep.com/greenpalsiBZ A& HzEZRIE - BIE—AS U 2N RIEE T2 H5

O 7THMEERE
°EEF'3¥IEEQF#EJ HiR MEEBEEEENE B2 EEFIZET =R 7IER-
FRhsEIZ R TR ER S BBMIE AR
%?'fﬁ?ﬂﬁtﬂj'a,:ﬁ RERABREIEREE T BRIARNPIZZELFEE

REGISTER FOR FREE FOR “GREEN PALS”

HKRep Green Pals is established specifically for audiences age 29 or under, encouraging and supporting young theatregoers by
providing recent graduates with discount ticket offers. Annual memberships are valid from 1 April to 31 March the following year.
Applications are currently open in two time slots:

Application periods
1= Round: 1-30.4.2026
2 Round: 1-30.9.2026

© Free Membership
Those eligible for membership need only apply once. Membership terminates at the end of the annual cycle (31 March) after the member
turns 29. Digital membership cards automatically renew annually and are distributed via email during a valid membership. Green Pals
Membership is Free. We welcome members age 29 or under.

© Online Application Only

Just visit www.hkrep.com/greenpals, fill out the application form to register. Your enrollment will normally be processed within 4 weeks.

© 30% Booking Discount
* Exclusive 30% discount for standard tickets during public sales
* Not applicable to Advance Booking, VIP tickets or co—presented programmes
* No proof of membership is needed for such transactions. Green Pals discounted ticket holder will be required to present valid
membership card at admission. Anyone who cannot provide such proof must settle the difference between discount and full price and
be liable for handling charges.

FGreen Pals) 25558 Green Pals Membership Enquiries
3103 5911 / greenpals@hkrep.com

#15
Details &
Application
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—fEEF B - BRAERAZIE BB TN AmRI Bt ARaR
BN T2E8) - 5202324 BIZEiE BB EEERRIBIZA
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EMELRRIFRE - LFEF 8T BIERAESE2001m1R
5 MRS EHRENNFR B FEERE NERE R
B2RNERNEEEE  ERERAIE-

SEEE TRSEHE T8 58 BREBUREF
HRABIEE » B B8 PIAECUE A an Bl A TR I YIS B R dm
SP—FNEIERZEHE SR HRAFEEAIREERT T
NXATE T RTE - £ T8 R BESREBIERNE
iEs MEBREEES -

A good script possesses meaning and depth, it bears promise to
transform into a good stage performance. Starting with our
2023-24 season, the HKRep instituted an open call for original
plays in its Project Kite, offering playwrights a creative path that
emanates from scripts, develops with revisions and refinement
and moves toward to the stage. Last season, the HKRep
received almost 200 submissions, made a selection of those with
potential, and offered the opportunity for creators and actors to
engage with a live audience and gain new perspectives.

This season’s Project Kite is based on the motto “Re - verse”,
inviting Hong Kong playwrights as well as those from the
Chinese-speaking world to write new works, knowing that they
have the power to change our lives and our paths. This scheme
lasts for a full year, working hand in hand with creators, nurturing
them through trials and revisions. As their texts continue to be
refined by looking back and turning around, the works take
shape, crafting a stage language that befits our times and the
professional stage.

FTEIHE DB =1ERLER The Project Kite is divided into three phases:
@ M-8 Bz 2B Open call for Submissions

@ NFEE KBRS Public Play Reading

@ 1ERIBEMRFEER Play Refinement Stage

NEIBERAIZIZ Open call submission:

ENAZENOW till 2026 F8F9 R (&:##5/11:59pm HKT)

P %Mﬁ_

OF THE ALCHEMIST
Partner ® ¥ » £ M B 8 B K

FIF REPRZEHED
Details Project Kite concept interview
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Festival

BEABERNAEXFRINE — BIARRELME LA
B2 -AM BERRBATENXF  FEEDEEAEE
RN M—EEALERERE XINERBAEHES B
FREBMEAMEIR - 152 > KRB IFRESBEZA - R
DEBENNRBIEIA - REFEEABIPEE  REEELEH
BR-

XANRIERS TS EMEMRIL UBIABZO - 78
REFREBRICAT  FiRE BEBERERAXAAS A
AFRESZe LN EEE) -

BEME XABBEZEUERSEIREINRE FT (X9
=R EME AR BISHNTERIE  HERMERIEETNE
MBS REEZETE - BB LT AR F RS uaRIpaY -

SEBZE - BIEX AR RIERANAFRE  WAEMEE
BEHZREIE - UEEP ERROE  ER=ABRAIFE -
XABBERSFEERAFEZES ZHNERBR FEIAK
— b —SHBOTENES  (FRBERISAB AT

FEEEBIZBTE] - AEYEEHRERR -
Not included in Advance Booking. Counter
booking date to be announced at a later date.

Writing a play is different from other genres of creative writing—a
script is written to be performed, it is intended for the stage. Yet
performability is hard to gauge by simply perusing words on the
page. When a full production is planned, a lot of resources must
be committed for staging, lighting, costumes and technical
requirements. Thus, many an imaginative, original script stops
short after its reader’s theatre phase, missing the chance to be
seen because of lack of stage potential.

Text Testing Zone was established to clear this bottleneck. With
playscript as its core, applying limited resources in minimalist
presentations, it provides a platform for playwrights, directors
and actors to come face to face with the text, testing its “potential
value” on stage.

In the past two years, Text Testing Zone has nurtured and
presented quite a few original, new works. While Vacant
Possession that has advanced as a fully-fledged Black Box
production, other works have also garnered the attention of
theatre professionals and the public, testifying to the effective-
ness of this platform as a creative hub.

This season, the HKRep amplifies the Text Testing Zone into a
Text Testing Festival helmed by Artistic Director Poon Wai Sum.
The Festival features three original, new works in even more
concentrated and essential formats. The Text Testing Festival
continues to build that bridge for experimentation between
creativity and the stage, so that a script can move one step closer
to become a fully-fledged production. Selected plays will be
announced at a later date.
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